means available for attaining them-in brief, which help them fi nd their bearings within the natural and socio-cultural environment and to come to terms with it. (Schutz, 1962, p. 6) In previous essays I have explored some sociocultural dimensions of the USA, namely: ethnicity, generation, gender, nationality, and status. In those cases I analyzed what I call basic culture, which is to say how individual and collective selves, others, institutions, situations, and things have belief characteristics, values, and uses constituted subconceptually in habits and traditions of believing, valuing, and willing that are acquired from others as well as in personal eff orts. To do that, I abstracted from the conceptual constructs that are additionally constituted in everyday thinking. In the present research, however, I will reverse that emphasis and focus on the origin and nature of a sort of current common-sense constructs.
Th e fi rst part of this essay will draw on Edmund Husserl as well as Alfred Schutz in order to sketch a textual foundation that is plausible for so-called "social constructionism." Th e second part of this essay will describe how political identity can currently be constructed and interpreted in the USA by use of results of an opinion poll conducted after the recent national election. Th is type of polling is now ubiquitous and a major source of common-sense constructs about segments of the electorate and their political tendencies structuring presentations in television, radio, and the blogosphere. Colleagues in other industrialized countries probably encounter a similar situation.
Common-sense Constructing and Groups
Social Constructionism has its immediate origin in Th e Social Construction of Reality (1967) by Peter Berger and Th omas Luckmann, but their approach is derived from the work of Alfred Schutz (1899 -1959 ) and, behind him, Edmund Husserl (1859 -1938 . Prior to taking this approach to a concrete case, it can be introduced through a brief study of their thought.
In Cairns's English translation, Husserl writes in §38 of his Cartesianische Meditationen as follows.
In active genesis the Ego functions as productively constitutive, by means of [mental] processes that are specifi cally acts of the Ego. Here belong all
